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CWS Japan Took Part at The Asia
Pacific Regional NGO Partnership
Week

CWS Japan has taken part at the “Asia-
Pacific Regional NGO Partnership Week
2019” held in Bangkok from November 26t
to 29t. Over 210 participants from 31
countries have attended this 4-day long
event. It was jointly organized by Asian
Disaster Reduction and Response Network
(ADRRN), UNOCHA, ICVA and some other
NGOs and Networks in the region. Three
members from the CWS Japan office joined
this event, including the Country
Representative, who has been actively
involved with ADRRN almost since a decade
ago, and has been its Secretary General
since 2014.

ADRRN, known as the “Civil Society Voice of
Asia”, has 52 members across 20 countries,
and has been playing a very important role
by promoting partnership among its
members. Asia being the most vulnerable
continent in the world needs a thriving CSO
sector, and ADRRN has made an ambitious
target to make this region most resilient by
year 2030. To ensure its progress towards
this goal, ADRRN has set up seven Hubs
(please see HERE for details). CWS Japan
has taken the responsibility of the
Innovation Hub, which begun its journey as
the ADRRN Tokyo Innovation Hub (ATIH)
since 2017, after establishing a strategic
partnership with Elrha’s Humanitarian
Innovation Fund (HIF).

The participants after the Annual General
Meeting of ADRRN

During the NGO partnership week, the
participants got an opportunity to think
deeply about the role of NGOs and CSOs of
their respective countries, the hurdles and
challenges, and how to not only deal with
the challenges, but also to strengthen their
voices so that it can be heard from across
boundaries in this fast changing world.
Various UN bodies, including UNOCHA,
UNHCR and UN Women, and other global
and regional network like ICVA, ACFID and
HIF, held their own sessions on specific
issues. ADRRN held its Annual General
Meeting (AGM) on the 3 day with the
members and partners to discuss how its
current strategies can be improved to ensure
better cooperation. CWS Japan, which
houses the operation of ATIH, held a session
called “Regional Innovation Forum” (RIF) on
the first day of the event. ATIH with its
committed objective of fostering “Local”
Innovations, has partnered with the Center
for Disaster Preparedness (CDP) in the
Philippines since 2018, and has helped eight
groups of local Innovators develop their
proposals through workshops and mentoring
(please see the report HERE).

Vulnerability index and exposure index of
countries in Asia and the Pacific

@ ADRRN members' area of operations
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Vulnerability index and exposure index of
countries in Asia and the Pacific; (Source: Asia-
Pacific Disaster Report 2019 by UN ESCAP)



https://communityworldservice.asia/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/ADRRN_Strategy_2020_Marketing_Toolkit.pdf
https://adrrninnovationhub.org/
https://www.elrha.org/programme/hif/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gBCAf2YCghbpaHpPZDmMC5EDVM7EFDes/view
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/publications/Asia-Pacific%20Disaster%20Report%202019_full%20version.pdf

This year a similar process has started in
India, in partnership with SEEDS India, and
to ensure further localization, a Training of
Trainers (TOT) has been conducted before
the actual workshops. At the RIF, after an
overview of the activities of ATIH was
given, representatives from CDP and
SEEDS India presented summaries of
achievements, lessons and future
expectations from the Innovation
Workshops held in their respective
countries. The participants then divided in
groups, and had a very insightful
discussion on the current Innovation
Management Ecosystem in their respective
countries and regions, and shared
information and thoughts on the networks
that can become a potential platform for
Innovation Management for each of their
countries.

(X : Research Coordinator Sangita Das)
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